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It always turned out ok somehow



ω LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ tƘŀǎŜ 

Grade 10

ω vǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ tƘŀǎŜ 

Grades 11 and 12

Structure of the Upper Level



Fields of Study andRequiredSubjects

Field of Study: LinguisticςLiteraryςArtistic
German
English

AdvancedForeignLanguages(FL)  
(2nd FL or 3rd newFL, obligation to enroll through the end of Grade 12)

Art or Music

Field of Study: SocialStudies 
History

SocialStudies

Religion or Ethics

Field of Study: MathematicςScientific ςTechnical
Mathematics

Twoor three Natural Sciences(NS)
Biology, Chemistry, Physics(obligation to enroll through the end of Grade 12)

PhysicalEducation

IntroductoryPhase ςGrade 10



Obligationsfor ForeignLanguagesand
Natural Sciences

ForeignLanguages

English (4 hr/ week)

Spanish(4 hr/ week)

French (4 hr/ week)

Natural Sciences

Biology(3 hr/ week)

Chemistry (3 hr/ week)

Physics(3 hr/ week)

Foreign

Languages

Natural 
Sciences

4 Subjects

(min. 1 FL 
and1 NS)



QualificationPhase ςGrades 11/12

RequiredSubjectsat the GISW:

ωGerman (4 hrs/ week)

ωEnglish (4 hrs/ week)

ωMathematics (4 hrs/ week)

ωHistory (3 hrs/ week)

ωUS-History (2 hrs/ week)

ωSocialStudies (3 hrs/ week)

ωArts (Music or Art) (2 hrs/ week)

ωPhysicalEducation (2 hrs/ week)

ω4 Subjectsof FL andNS (includingEnglish)         (3 hrs/ week)



QualificationPhase ςGrades 11/12

Grades andpoints

points 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7

grade Verygood good satisfactory

1+ 1 1- 2+ 2 2- 3+ 3 3-

points 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

grade adequate unsatisfactory insufficient

4+ 4 4- 5+ 5 5- 6



Qualification Phase 

ElectiveSubjects:

ωReligion (catholicor protestant) or Ethics (2 hrs/week)

ωNew FL in Intro Phase (gr.10) or Physics (4 or 3 hrs/week)        

Individual Counseling

The subjectsBiologyandHistoryaretaughtbilingually.

Hoursof instruction/ week: min. Ø 35 instructionalhours

In grade 11 &12  total:       min. 140 instructional hours



Qualification Subjects 

The followingsubjectscount toward the Partial QualificationQ at the GISW:

36 semestergrades are required.

RequiredSubjects
German (4 semestergrades)

Mathematics (4 semestergrades)

OneForeignLanguage/Lang. of host country (4 semestergrades)

NaturalSciences (min. 4 semestergrades)

Fieldof Studies: SocialStudies (min. 4 semestergrades)

of thosein History (min. 2 semestergrades)

Artistic field of Study (min. 3 semestergrades)

PhysicalEducation (max. 3 semestergrades)



Qualification Subjects 

In  the 5 ExamSubjectsall 4 semestergrades will count!!!

In the Field of Study ForeignLanguages/ Natural Sciencesat least 

14 semestergradeswill be counted.

Whencountingachievementsin onesubject, a minimumof 2 
semestershaveto becounted.



Proof of Qualification 

Area Subjects Max. Points

EI

(Q)

36 semester grades from all school work in the 
qualification subjects (incl. the 5 examination subjects) 
from semesters 11.1, 11.2, 12.1, and 12.2

(max.7 semester grades < 5 points, NO
semester grade of 0 points)

600 points

EI
●

x40

(min. 200 points)

EII

(A)

The respective examination result of the 5 examinations 
is multiplied by four.

(in at least 3 examination subjects, at least 5 points must 
be achieved as final result andthe simple point total of 
the 5 Abitur examinations must add up to at least 25)

300 points

(4 x 15 x 5)

(min. 100 points)

E Total 900 points
(min. 300 points)



The  5 Examination Subjects must cover the 3 Fields of 
Study.

The written Exams must cover 2 fields of study.

Examination Subjects - DIA



Students are required to have been enrolled in each written examination subject 
starting in 9th grade. 

1. written exam subject: German

2. written exam subject: Mathematics or Advanced FL / host country language

3. written exam subject: Mathematics or Advanced FL / host country language
History or Social Studies or
Biology or Physics or Chemistry

4./ 5. oral exam subject: {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜȄŀƳ                           
subjects and has to have been part of their studies since 
10th grade. One oral exam has to be taken in German.

Foreign Languages can make up a max of 50%, where exams in a FL count as a whole 
and exams in a bilingual subject count half.

The 5th Examis a Presentation Exam. 

Examination Subjects - DIA



The 5th Element ςExam #5

Basics



The 5th Element ςExam #5

Testingcommunicativecompetenciesusinga 
controversialtopic. 

(i.e. Questionor Hypothesis)  

20 Minute Duration: 10 Minuteseachfor
media-supportedpresentationand

discussion

Student proovesa deepunderstandingwith
a topic of hisor her choice.



Everythingat itsǘƛƳŜΧ

At least eightweeksbeforethe exam, the studentprovidestwo
topicsof hisor her choice.

Thereandback againΧ



Everythingat itsǘƛƳŜΧ

Fourweeksbeforethe exam, the student receivesthe topic
that the examinerchoseout of the providedoptions.

Fromnow on, the examinerisnot allowedto counselor
supportthe student.

Two days before the exam, the student turns in a short 
documentation of his or her presentation (max length two pages).

The shortdocumentationisNOTgraded. 



RightBEFORE the exam, the presentationis savedby the
schoolfor the record!!! 

Everythingat itsǘƛƳŜΧ



c

New Guidelines of the DIA ExamRegulations
αYƭŀǳǎǳǊŜƴά

In everysubjectexceptGerman, English, Math and 2. FL onlyone
test (Klausur) needsto be written per semester.

BUT: 50% test (Klausur) and50% participationremains!!! 

As of modern ForeignLanguagesin Q1 (11th gr.), the test (Klausur) 
is replacedby testingthe competenciesthroughSpeakingor

Listening Comprehensionor throughListening-Viewing-
Comprehension. 

Other items that have changed



CONCLUSION

START !!!


